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Today we celebrate Mothers. We give thanks for the many joyful and wonderful 
examples of motherhood within the parish community. I pray that this weekend is a 
great celebration of family love, and maternal love - even if you are woken on Sunday 
by the smoke alarm as a child prepares breakfast! We pray for grandmothers, expectant 
mothers, and all of those who are mother figures for children.  
 

We pray for mothers in tough situations; we think of those mothers in the Holy Land 
and Ukraine who have held their children in their arms as bombs fall nearby, and we 
pray especially for mothers who have suffered the heartbreak of burying their children 
– including those within our own parish community who grieve today. We pray for single 
mothers, who are both mum and dad to their children, often in heroic ways.  
 

We pray for those for whom today is difficult; those who grieve the loss of their 
mother, and those who have had sad experiences of motherhood.  
 

We entrust all mothers, in all situations, to the maternal love of Mary, who knew the 
most appalling suffering at the Crucifixion, and the most radiant joy at the Nativity and 
the Resurrection. We trust in her understanding and compassionate love.  

 
Thank you for all your messages after my recent surgery. To dispel some myths: I still 
have both legs, and I was only in hospital for a few hours. I can’t genuflect or stand for 
long periods for another week or two, but otherwise all is fine. Thanks to those who 
have offered to sign me up for the next Marathon!  
Many blessings Fr Dominic 
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Save the date  -  the opening and blessing of the narthex and parish centre  
will be celebrated with Bishop Alan on Friday 31st May, 7pm.  

 

Lenten Reconciliation Services 
 

You are warmly invited to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation (part of the 
Lenten journey for all Catholics) on any Saturday evening 5.45pm – 6.15pm, or at two 
special Reconciliation Services: 
Wednesday 20th March  St Edward the Confessor 11am (finishing at 12noon) 
Thursday 21st March Corpus Christi, Collier Row  7pm (until approx. 8.15pm) 
 
 

Lenten Lunches 
Lenten Lunches continue every Saturday during Lent from 12.00 - 2.00pm, in the 
Walsingham Hall of the Parish Centre. Please come along and enjoy a great value lunch 
and a chat with friends whilst raising money for good causes. Any donations for raffle 
prizes would be very welcome on the day. Why not treat your family or friends to lunch? 
We look forward to seeing you. See poster for details. 

 
Annual Easter Egg Appeal. Our friends at SMILE London & Essex have launched their 
annual Easter egg appeal. Their numbers have increased 30% since last year to nearly 
2000 children and young adults living in their partnered family homeless hostels, so they  
need as many chocolate eggs as possible. The children are going through so much dread 
and uncertainty at the moment that a small treat such as a Easter Egg can make a 
huge difference in their wellbeing and mental health. Donations can be left in the side 
chapel or delivered direct to SMILE, 52 North St RM1 1BH by Friday 22nd March.  
 

Needs and support within our community 
 

There remains an ongoing and serious need for Foodbank Donations, which can be 
offered any time the church is open; please leave items in bags in the side chapel. At 
the moment they are in particular need of Pasta sauce, Cereal, UHT milk, Squash/juice, 
Biscuits and Ketchup/condiments. 
 

Our parish St Vincent de Paul Society (SVP) offers discreet support to families facing 
especially hard times; please get in touch via the parish office.  
 

Help with Cost of Living Tips and hints from Havering Council, including a variety of 
ways to save money, and/or to check energy, family, or other benefits that may help 
to see you and your family through the winter months: 
https://www.havering.gov.uk/costofliving  
 

If there is anything else we can do – or any other local sources of support you come 
across which we can share with parishioners – please let us know. Just email or call.  

 
The Campion School would like to warmly invite parents/carers and year 5 boys to our 
Open Evening on Wednesday, 26th June from 4.30pm to 7pm. The Headteacher's talk 
will be at 5pm and repeated at 6.30pm.  Please visit our school website for more details 
www.thecampionschool.org.uk 
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Interested in the Catholic response to homelessness, welcoming refugees and 
migrants, assisting with the Cost of Living Crisis, or tackling the causes and effects of 
climate change? You are invited to the 2024 Caritas Brentwood Networking Day, 
Saturday 27th April, 10am – 2.30pm, which we are hosting here, in the new Parish 
Centre. This day is a chance to be sustained, share ideas and good practices with people 
from parishes across Essex and East London and hear about charities and resources 
available. Details and Registration (for free!) at www.caritasbrentwood.org/network 
 

Parish Legion of Mary. The Legion of Mary meet weekly on a Thursday at 5pm in the 
Lourdes Room. It is a lovely group to be part of, and they warmly welcome new 
members. Just come on Thursday, or if you want to know more in advance contact 
Therese de Souza via the parish office.  
 

Pilgrimage to Medjugorje with Fr John Egan, St Thomas More Church, Barking from 2nd 
– 9th April. For full details contact johnnypallot@gmail.com 
 

Apprenticeships at Walsingham House: Walsingham House are offering a two year 
apprenticeship course in Youth Ministry and Chaplaincy, ideal for those finishing Year 
13 in July, or for anyone up to age 21. Participants will live and work at Walsingham 
House, running retreats for young people across the diocese whilst studying with St 
Mary’s University, Twickenham. For more info email clairebailey@brcdt.org or visit the 
website www.bcys.net/apprenticeship-opportunity-at-walsingham-house/  
 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes, Summer 2024 Join Bishop Alan on the Diocesan 
Pilgrimage to Lourdes (Friday 19 – Friday 26 July). Book at https://www.tangney-
tours.com/tours-and-pilgrimages/diocese-brentwood/. Bursary support is available 
from the Diocesan Lourdes fund for those in financial hardship. If you wish to discuss 
any aspect of the pilgrimage, please contact Kathryn Young: 07941 471503 
kathrynyoung@mail.com 
 

Talk on the Readings at the Easter Vigil On Wednesday 20th March in Gidea Park parish 
hall (RM2 6DH) at 7 pm, in preparation for Holy Week, Fr Adrian Graffy, will give a talk 
entitled ‘The Readings at the Easter Vigil - the four nights of salvation’. Refreshments 
from 6.30 pm. All are welcome, especially Readers, Eucharistic Ministers and Catechists. 
 

 Volunteer at the St John Bosco Children’s Camp – last chance! From 27th July – 3rd 
August help give 100 children a holiday. Helpers must be 18+, and the Camp will 
arrange for a DBS check, and appropriate training. To help at the Bosco Camp is a 
wonderful experience, but there are limited places. Applications open until the end of 
March. Details: https://boscocamp.co.uk/volunteer-applications  
 

Concert for St John Bosco Children’s Camp: Come and enjoy an exciting variety show of 
music and entertainment, to raise money for the camp, which provides holidays for over 
100 children. Saturday 13th April 2024 - New Windmill Hall, Upminster. 7 – 9pm. Wine 
and refreshments included. Performances include music from Jacques Allen, a brilliant 
young musician. Adult tickets £10; children £5. Bookings by phone: 07957382592. 
Online bookings and more details: www.boscocamp.co.uk/events  
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We pray for the repose of the soul of Fr John Taylor, RIP who died peacefully on 20th 
February. Fr John was parish priest here from 1979 – 1990, and he was greatly loved by 
parishioners. His funeral will take place at Our Lady of Light & St Osyth, Clacton-on-Sea, 
on Wednesday 20th March at 12noon. There will be a coach travelling from St Joseph’s 
Upminster and the details are at the back of the church. To help those who may find it 
hard to travel, Fr Dominic will be offering the 12.15pm Mass on 20th March for Fr John 
– that is, at exactly the same time as the funeral.  
 

Mass Times and Intentions  
 

Saturday 9th    6.30pm Jim Parkinson RIP (Mernin)  
Sunday 10th   9.30pm Michael Hines RIP (Ellis)  
  11.30am People of the Parish 
Monday 11th   8.20am  Waly McNeela RIP (Mobbs) In Campion School 
Wednesday 13th   12.15pm Peter Copnell RIP (Conti)  
Thursday 14th   9.00am Ints Jonathan Casey (Heneghan)  
Friday 15th   7.45am Sheila Appleton RIP (Legion of Mary) 
Saturday 16th       6.30pm People of the Parish     
Sunday 17th       9.30am Ann Wartaby RIP (Gillooly)       
  11.30am      Dr Antonio Socci RIP (Angela)  
Monday 18th   8.20am  Charlie Killinston RIP (Francis) In Campion School 
Wednesday 20th   12.15pm Fr John Taylor RIP  
Thursday 21st    9.00am Marlene Conti RIP (Conti)  
Friday 22nd    7.45am Mike Ahey (Grannell)   
Palm Sunday 
Saturday 23rd    6.30pm Fr Kieran Dodd RIP (Heneghan)  
Sunday 24th    9.30pm Samantha Donnelly RIP (Donnelly)   
  11.30am Andrew Corbett RIP (Corbett) 

 
 

Please pray for all who are sick in hospital, our nursing homes and at home.  
Especially we pray for: 

Margaret Alake, Joe Bellotti, Mgr Arthur Barrow, Mark Dalton, Dyllis Dangerfield, Agnes Danielka, 
Genevieve Geary, Pauline Gillooly, Irene Girling, Jim Griffin, Evelyn Hughes,  

Joseph, Benjamin Joseph, Paula Lam, Matty, Harry McKinley,  
Brendan O’Connor, Eileen O’Connor, Jacqueline O’Neill, Agnes O’Sullivan,  

Shamus Pierce, Michael Scullion, Peggy Squires, Maureen Symes,  
Andrew Todd, Danny Toye, Stephen Toye,  

Betty Walsh, Theresa West, Joyce & Vince Willshere and Trudy Wijeyeratnam  
To ask for prayers for someone who is ill, please check they would like to be named in the 

newsletter, and then email or call the parish office.  
Diocese of Brentwood Registered Charity No. 234092.  

 Website: www.dioceseofbrentwood.net 
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