Sunday Masses are livestreamed from Walsingham House via both YouTube and Instagram (on either, simply search BrentwoodCYS), and more details are at www.bcys.net. Sunday Mass for everyone is at 10.30am, and there is also a Youth Mass on Wednesday evenings at 8pm, aimed especially for those aged 13-23, though everyone, naturally, is very welcome online! 

Pentecost
In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the room where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He said to them, 'Peace be with you,' and showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them again, 'Peace be with you. 'As the Father sent me, so am I sending you.' After saying this he breathed on them and said: 'Receive the Holy Spirit.  For those whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven; for those whose sins you retain, they are retained.' 

This Gospel reading for the feast of Pentecost has already been read, in a more extended form, on the Second Sunday of Easter. It was read then to include Jesus' encounter with Thomas 'eight days later'. On the feast of Pentecost we have the opportunity to focus on the earlier verses, in which Jesus brings the gift of peace and the gift of the Holy Spirit. The account of the day of Pentecost is found in our first reading, from the second chapter of the Acts of the Apostles. Fifty days after the resurrection there was a spectacular manifestation of the power of the Spirit. Jews and proselytes, gathered from the nations for the Jewish feast of Pentecost, witness the power of the Spirit and hear the preaching of the apostles each in his own tongue. This event launches the mission to the whole world. Our gospel teaches that the Holy Spirit was also given by the risen Christ before the events of Pentecost. This is a quieter and more intimate demonstration of the power of the Spirit. It is related to the preaching of forgiveness and the possibility of new life for those who ask for it. The disciples are empowered to bring the forgiveness of Christ, but it is possible for people to reject this forgiveness. This seems to be the sense of the final verse, that some have their sins retained. This is the final day of the Easter period. The Lord who died on the cross has shown himself in his risen body. He has taken our humanity into the presence of the Father. He is no longer visibly present, but his Spirit is with us to remind us of Jesus and to lead us into all truth. That Spirit, as St Paul writes to the Corinthians, bestows gifts in abundance for the benefit of the whole Church. 
	             [image: image3.jpg]
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Pentecost Sunday (A)
 Sunday 31st May 2020 
Prayer for those Affected

Merciful God, come to the help of your people. 

Be our shelter in this time of peril and strengthen the bonds of our community. Bring healing to all who suffer the ravages of disease and assist those whose skill and art can put an end to this affliction. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Invocation of Our Lady Remember, 

O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that anyone who fled to your protection, implored your help, or sought your intercession was left unaided. Inspired with this confidence, I fly to you, O Virgin of virgins, my Mother. To you I come, before you I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but in your mercy, hear and answer me. 

Our Lady of Lourdes, pray for us.

Parish Update

As Faith leaders and government work to agree to develop a plan to enable the phased and safe reopening of places of worship, we look forward to the time when we can gather again. However, as the Government has already said – it may yet be some weeks before the church is even open for private prayer. For any kind of gatherings, given that we have a relatively small church, we may be looking well into the autumn or beyond. In the meantime we will look at all possibilities to do as much as we safely can as lockdown gradually eases. Once guidance from the Government and our Bishops is more definite – as they will also be advising us of particular measures to take when we re-open – we will arrange a zoom meeting with the Parish Forum to consider what we might do. Our Catechists are currently working on the current sacramental programmes and as soon as we are able, we will share with you our plans for the way forward with Sacramental programmes and Parish life. 

Fr Tom has had another difficult week but is feeling a lot brighter. His sister is now living in the presbytery and doing a wonderful job of caring for him. If you have a questions about an administrative matter, or any general enquiry about sacraments  please email the parish office at romford@dioceseofbrentwood.org In case of emergency please email frdominic@dioceseofbrentwood.org or call him on 01277 373959. 
Please pray for all who are sick in our hospital, our nursing homes and at home. For those who are anxious, bereaved or struggling in the Faith. May they experience the healing hands of Jesus through our prayerful actions and visitations. Especially we pray for:
 Margaret Alake, Mgr Arthur Barrow, Fr Michael Butler,  Dyllis Dangerfield, Fr Kieran Dodd,

Margaret Harvey, Fr Liam Hayes,  Evelyn Hughes, Fr Tom Jordan,

 Benjamin Joseph, Paula Lam,  Mrs D Langan, Fr Jean-Laurent Marie, Bina McCarthy,

 Fr John McKeon, Brendan O’Connor, Jacqueline O’Neill,  Bernadette O’Sullivan, Terry Raftery, Samantha Rowe, Peggy Squires,  Fr John Taylor, Andrew Todd, Danny Toye, Stephen Toye, 

Betty Walsh and Trudy Wijeyeratnam,

Donations During this time of the Covid 19 pandemic, a number of parishioners have enquired about online donations to support the continued running of the parish. For those interested more details are available at www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/donations Thank you. 
CAFOD Appeal

Coronavirus is affecting every country Cafod works in. The poorest and excluded are most vulnerable. In some areas the outlook is very serious with poor healthcare and where washing regularly and social distancing are luxuries. Half the world’s population already struggle to feed their families and now face the threat of starvation as coronavirus shuts down markets and jobs. CAFOD is responding to the severe needs and to spreading of information about prevention measures. 

Please can you help by either donating at CAFOD.org.uk/coronavirus or by making a donation (however small) in an envelope marked CAFOD and putting through the presbytery door. Thank you.
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This Sunday 31st May, Pentecost 10.30am Mass for Confirmandi. With a special message from Bishop Alan at the start of Mass, and music recorded by soloists and groups of young people from across the Diocese, as well as Intercessions read by young people, this Mass is especially for those who would have been Confirmed today, and it will be offered for you. On both YouTube and Instagram we are BrentwoodCYS, and more details of the Mass are at https://bcys.net/events/pentecost/
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Corpus Christi, Sunday 14th June, 10.30am Mass for Holy Communion children and their families. With a special message from Bishop Alan, and music recorded before lockdown from children’s choirs across the Diocese, this Mass will be celebrated as a children’s Mass, with simplified readings, and intercessions recorded by Holy Communion children. The Mass will be offered for the children and their families. On both YouTube and Instagram we are BrentwoodCYS, and more details of the Mass are at https://bcys.net/events/corpuschristi/ 
Lourdes in your Living Room. This “pilgrimage at home” will run from 27th – 31st July. We may not be able to go to Lourdes this year, but we will be doing all we can to bring Lourdes to you. This will include a range of Masses and liturgies for all ages; for young people aged 15+ there will be some specific content, including – amazingly – a way to re-create the 18 hour coach journey from their front room. More details to follow.

 

