Please pray for our Dead whose Anniversaries occur about this time:
Martin Doyle, Sheila Gunnell, Alice Scott, William Dempsey, Theresa manley, Nora Murphy,

 Eileen Carrick, Bridget Sanders, Lily Thompson, James Ward, Ivy Kinsman, Margaret Brockman, Maria Gahagan, John Doyle, Sybil Neil, Victoria Dempsey, Anne Batchelor and Anne Wanglin, 

Please pray for all who are sick in our hospital, our nursing homes and at home. For those who are anxious, bereaved or struggling in the Faith. May they experience the healing hands of Jesus through our prayerful actions and visitations. Especially we pray for:
 Margaret Alake, Mgr Arthur Barrow, Fr Michael Butler, Isla Caton, Maddison Clarke, 
Dyllis Dangerfield, Jose De Abreu, Fr John Duckett, Fr Paul Dynan, Joanne Fitzsimmons, 
Veronica Flood, Margaret Harvey, Fr Liam Hayes, Ben Holmes, Evelyn Hughes, 
Fatima Hussein, Hannah Jermain, Fr Tom Jordan, Benjamin Joseph, Paula Lam,
 Mrs D Langan, Fr Jean-Laurent Marie, Bina McCarthy, Fr John McKeon, Patricia Medlin,
 Teishan Mulholland, Brendan O’Connor, Jacqueline O’Neill, Chioma Onwumere,
 Bernadette O’Sullivan, Anna Maria Sposito, Peggy Squires, Chris Surtees, Fr John Taylor, 
Andrew Todd, Danny Toye, Stephen Toye, Betty Walsh and Trudy Wijeyeratnam,
RIP – We pray for all those who have died and entered into eternal life:
Mary Williams, aged 85 years of The Avenue, Romford
Her body will be received into the church on Monday 9th March at 5pm and 

Her funeral will take place on Tuesday 10th March at 1.30pm and then to Romford Cemetery

And 
Higson Hamandawana

also pray for families and friends who have lost loved ones that they may find strength in God to bear their loss.                      
Time to clear the parish hall!
For many years all sorts of kit has been stored in the parish hall, and we need as many hands as possible to clear, sort and move it next Saturday, 7th March. Gather at 9.30am – please bring gloves, and wear old clothes. The groups using the hall are having a sort out during the week; we will be moving cupboards and kit across to the parish centre. We will have lunch together – intermingling with the Lenten lunch. It will all be a bit of happy chaos, but we will manage. PLEASE DO NOT BRING ANY CHILDREN OR YOUNG PEOPLE UNDER 15; we will be moving some heavy items, and it will be dangerous for young children. Older teenagers are very welcome, and all adults in the parish; the more hands, the better. We would expect to finish no later than 3pm. 
Planning under way! As mentioned in the leaflet last week, for the next 6 months we will be drafting plans, with input from everyone, and aiming to create a parish centre that is “fit for purpose” for the next 25 years and more. On Thursday we had a great meeting with some of the leaders of groups who currently use the hall and centre, and their “wish lists” will help the first set of draft plans; these will be ready around Easter and we will then have some open meetings in May/June to get everyone’s input, and finalise the plans.
THIS WEEK, 1st – 7th March, all groups that use the parish hall are SUSPENDED – for one week only – so that we have time to sort and clear kit. Groups relocating from the hall will resume in the parish centre from Monday 9th March. Lenten Lunches will continue in the usual way from 14th March in the Parish Centre. 

Coffee and Cake
Come and join us this Sunday after the 9.30am and 11.30 Masses for coffee, tea and cake in the Community Centre. All parishioners and visitors are very welcome. If you come to 11.30 mass on your own, pop in afterwards and meet others over a coffee before you go home.

CAFOD Lent Family Fast Day
Friday 6 March is the 60th anniversary of the first Family Fast Day, and, as it has been for sixty years, is an opportunity to reach out and support highly-skilled local experts around the world who help the poorest members of our global family. Please give whatever you can to help experts like Sister Consilia - a nun and trained pharmacist who treats people in rural Zimbabwe - continue their vital work. Fast Day envelopes are enclosed with this newsletter and a member of our parish will speak at all Masses next weekend and the Diocesan Second Collection will also be taken. If you are interested in supporting CAFOD’s work through volunteering your time, please contact Chris Driscoll at brentwood@cafod.org.uk or call 01263 551293.
Women’s World Day of Prayer  

United Reform Church, Western Road, Romford on Friday 6th March from 2pm. Everyone is welcome, gentlemen included with a particular invitation to young people. This is an inclusive opportunity to learn about and experience other cultures and religions. No commitment required, just turn up and enjoy! 

Fr John Garrett RIP
Fr John served as an Assistant Priest at Upminster (1972-1975); St Basil, Basildon (1975-1978); St Mary, Hornchurch (1978-1981); Our Lady of Grace & St Teresa of Avila, Chingford (1981-1983) where he also served as Assistant Vocations Director. He served as Parish Priest at St Thomas More, Harlow (1983-1984); Dunmow (1984-1988); Shoeburyness (1988-1996); Saffron Walden (1996-2011); Upminster (2011-2012). He took a Sabbatical in 2012 and then continue his service to the Diocese as Parish Priest of Stansted (2013-2019). He retired to Conewood Manor Care Home, Bishops Stortford in 2019. May he rest in peace.

This Week in Church
Saturday 29th                6.30pm      Maureen Walsh RIP (O’Connor)    
Sunday 1st               
9.30am
Tom Murnane RIP (Sherman)           

                                        11.30am    The People of the Parish   

Monday 2nd                  Church is open for private prayer      
Tuesday 3rd     
12noon 
Maureen Walsh RIP (Richards)         
Wednesday 4th            
12noon
Eileen & Reg Wood RIP (Foundation)  

Thursday 5th     
Church is open for private prayer

Friday 6th                       Church is open for private prayer


7.00pm
Stations of the Cross
Saturday 7th                  6.30pm     Ints of Mary & Arthur Hart (Johal)     
Sunday 8th               
9.30am
John Murphy RIP (Murphy/Byrne)                                        11.30am    The People of the Parish   
Morning Prayer of the Church is celebrated after the morning services.  

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is normally held on Saturday between 5.30pm. – 6.15pm 

or by appointment with Fr Tom.
What’s On?
Mon 2nd       Hospital

London
Tues 3rd       Communion for First Time (Parents) 
7.30pm
Church 
Thurs 4th  
Day of Recollection (Priests)

Chigwell 

Fri 6th 
Hospital 

London


Stations of the Cross
7.00pm
Church
 
Sat 7th  
Parish Hall Clearance 
All day from 9.30am
Sun 8th      
Confirmation 3rd Session 
6.30pm
Community Centre
  
Parish Stewardship: Offertory Collection Weekend 23rd February  
Envelopes: £298.65      Cash: £393.13  Standing orders to 5th December £1,632.52
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Our Parish is part of the Brentwood Diocese and Alan Williams is our Bishop.
We are part of the Romford Parishes Partnership within the Havering Deanery, together with 
 Christ the Eternal High Priest, Corpus Christi, Most Holy Redeemer & St Dominic. 
We are twinned with the parish of Regina Pacis, Ladysmith, Diocese of Dundee, South Africa, 

and pray for their Bishop, Graham Rose.

The First Sunday of Lent (A)
1st March 2020 
On the first Sunday of Lent the gospel is always that of the temptations of Jesus. This year it is Matthew's account which is read. Jesus, filled with the Spirit received at his baptism, is now led by the same Spirit to the place of encounter with the devil. He who was willing to undergo the baptism usually reserved for sinners now submits to the challenge of evil. He who showed solidarity with sinners now confronts the power of sin. There is a profound mystery here. The sinless one, who comes to save sinners, is nevertheless tempted, for Jesus in his humanity has the same power of choice that we have. While we frequently succumb to the lure of evil, Jesus never does. Three distinct temptations invite him to abuse his miraculous powers for selfish ends (turning stones into bread), to manipulate his relationship with the Father (leaping from the temple parapet), and to collude with evil to gain dominion over the world (worshipping the devil). Jesus confounds the devil on each occasion by quoting from the Book of Deuteronomy. The Scriptures urge us to pursue what is good and to worship the one, true God. The behaviour of Jesus in the gospel contrasts sharply with that of Adam and Eve in the reading from Genesis as they succumb to temptation. St Paul, writing to the Romans in the second reading, explains the effects of the disobedience of Adam and the obedience of Jesus.    
New Readers There will be an information and practice session for all new readers and any existing readers, on Saturday 4th April from 11am – 12.30pm in the Church. All are welcome.

The Parish Sick List  will soon be updated. If Fr Tom, the SVP or Parish Office do not know of the names already on the list, they will be removed. Please contact any of the above if you wish someone to remain or to be added to the list. 

Parish Building and Maintenance Fund The retiring collection raised £280.46. Bless you for your generosity. 

Stations of the Cross will be led by Fr Dominic on Friday 6th March at 7pm in the Church.
Walk With Me and Bible Alive A Lenten journey of Prayer are both available at the back of the church.  

Brentwood Cathedral “God who Speaks” Lenten lectures (4th, 11th 18th, and 25th March) 7.30pm. See poster or contact www.cathedral-brentwood.org
Lenten resources for young people, teachers and catechists. The BCYS have gathered together a collection of links to Catholic resources, to help you on your Lenten journey. You will find everything at https://bcys.net/lent-2020/ . The next Youth Mass is this Wednesday (4th March) – another way to go deeper into prayer and reflection for Lent, in the company of other young people aged approx. 14-23. The Mass is at 8pm at Brentwood Cathedral, followed by simple refreshments.   

Planting trees for the future – come and lend a hand! The Woodland Trust have granted 105 trees to Walsingham House at Abbotswick (CM14 5SH), and we need a helping hand to plant them, please, on Saturday 28th March, 9.30am-5pm. Come with a spade, and some sandwiches – we’ll provide drinks and snacks. Please email josephbeattie@dioceseofbrentwood.org. or call 01277373959. As the area for planting includes bee hives and a ditch, it is not suitable for young children.  

LENTEN TALKS – THE YEAR OF THE GOD WHO SPEAKS
On the evenings of 11th, 18th and 25th March beginning at 7 pm at the Catholic Church of Christ the Eternal High Priest, Gidea Park (RM2 6DH), Fr Adrian Graffy will speak about ‘The Great Johannine Gospels’, considering the gospels of the Samaritan Woman, the Man Born Blind, and the Raising of Lazarus, which will be proclaimed on the subsequent Sundays, 3rd, 4th and 5th of Lent. These evenings will include a reading of the relevant gospel in parts. Admission is free and refreshments will be available. Please book your place for these events by email to GPstudydays@gmail.com or by phone to 01708 449914. For further information and video of past events go to www.whatgoodnews.org
The Campion School requires a Subject Leader RE for September 2020. Visit 

www.thecampionschool.org.uk for details. 

The Angelus and The Dowry of Mary England has been known as the ‘Dowry of Mary’ for up to 1,000years, going back to the time of St Edward the Confessor (1042-1066), in whose reign the replica of the Holy House of Nazareth was built . On the Feast of Corpus Christi, 1381, King Richard II dedicated England to Mary as ‘her dowry.’ He went on pilgrimage to Walsingham two years later. So for 1,000years, Walsingham has been the great shrine or prayer and pilgrimage for the  people of this country in honour of Our Lady. On 29th March 2020, England will be rededicated as the ‘Dowry of Mary’. Thia will happen in Westminster Cathedral, in Walsingham, in every Catholic Cathedral, in every parish and in as many homes as possible.

Poustinia Project As we prepare to celebrate the Rededication of England as Mary’s Dowry, the Community of our Lady of Walsingham hopes to find benefactors who can support their ‘Poustinia project’. With there being an ever-greater need for silence of their hearts and listen to ‘the still small voice of God’ 1 Kings 19:12. As a community of men and women in different states of life, we accompany people so they can live in the joy and freedom of Mary’s Fiat or ‘Yes’. We are hoping that a parish, a group of parishioners or individuals may contribute to this project. We need to raise £100,000 to build two shepherd’s huts and develop prayer gardens around them at our convent. House of the Divine Will. If you know of anyone who can help please give them our contact details and ask to speak with Sr Camilla, COLW info@walsinghamcommunity.org or 01382 801018 

Director of Youth Ministry, Diocese of Brentwood. This significant role will help to deepen and strengthen our ever growing and vibrant youth ministry, at Walsingham House at Abbotswick. September 2020, Salary £40,000. Closing date for applications 16th March 2020. Full details at www.bcys.net/jobs or call Fr Dominic Howarth on 01277373959.
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