Please pray for our Dead whose Anniversaries occur about this time:
James Chandler, Mary Tulk, John Murray, Dora Tear, Edward Keilty, Michael Borg, Edward Coffey, Henry Dorey, Mary McCarthy, Mary Larkin, Catherine Zucker, John Mejias, John Kingston, 

Kathleen Small, Thomas Donnelly, Lancelot Andrews, Patrick O’Connor, Patrick Holden,

 Delia Kenny, Winifred Gardiner and Margaret Aspinell, 

Please pray for all who are sick in our hospital, our nursing homes and at home. For those who are anxious, bereaved or struggling in the Faith. May they experience the healing hands of Jesus through our prayerful actions and visitations. Especially we pray for:
 Margaret Alake, Mgr Arthur Barrow, Fr Michael Butler, Isla Caton, Maddison Clarke, 
Dyllis Dangerfield, Jose De Abreu, Fr John Duckett, Fr Paul Dynan, Joanne Fitzsimmons, 
Veronica Flood, Fr John Garrett, Margaret Harvey, Fr Liam Hayes, Ben Holmes, Evelyn Hughes, 
Fatima Hussein, Hannah Jermain, Fr Tom Jordan, Benjamin Joseph, Paula Lam,
 Mrs D Langan, Fr Jean-Laurent Marie, Bina McCarthy, Fr John McKeon, Patricia Medlin,
 Teishan Mulholland, Brendan O’Connor, Jacqueline O’Neill, Chioma Onwumere,
 Bernadette O’Sullivan, Anna Maria Sposito, Peggy Squires, Chris Surtees, Fr John Taylor, 
Andrew Todd, Danny Toye, Stephen Toye, Betty Walsh, Trudy Wijeyeratnam and Mary Williams,
Women’s World Day of Prayer  

This year will be held in the United Reform Church, Western Road, Romford on Friday 6th March from 2pm. Everyone is welcome, gentlemen included with a particular invitation to young people. This is an inclusive opportunity to learn about and experience other cultures and religions. No commitment required, just turn up and enjoy! 

Parish Men’s Group – Thursday 27th February
Our second Parish Men’s meet-up will take place on Thursday 27th February, the day after Ash Wednesday. This will be an opportunity for men of working age in the Parish to get together and build fellowship. All over 18 are welcome. We will meet at 7.45pm in the Church for Stations of the Cross, followed by tea / coffee in the parish centre. Please come along! Any questions, email Colin Smith at colinandvictoria@virginmedia.com.  

#FrDominic5000at50.
Fr Dominic is turning 50 in September, and to mark the moment he is solo cycling 5000km between now and then – all without leaving Walsingham House! He is raising money for the BCCS, Help Refugees, HCPT and Walsingham House. Details at https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/frdominic5000at50 where you can donate online. Or, cheques payable to “Fr D Howarth” to FrDominic5000at50, Walsingham House at Abbotswick, Navestock Side, Essex CM14 5SH. 
Lourdes Sick and Helpers Fund The retiring collection raised £334.71. Bless you for your generosity.

Belated Thank you for Christmas Fr Tom would like to thank all parishioners who sent cards, masses, wine, coffee, fruit, scarf, vouchers, biscuits, sweets, panatoni, towels, toiletries, chocolates, liqueurs, lentils for  Africa, painting, books, puzzles, solar light for people in darkness and Chinese toys.

Walk With Me A Lenten journey of Prayer is available at the back of the church priced £1. 

Parish Building and Maintenance Fund Next weekend after all Masses we will have the monthly collection for the Building and Maintenance Fund.

The Parish Sick List  will soon be updated. If Fr Tom, the SVP or Parish Office do not know of the names already on the list, they will be removed. Please contact any of the above if you wish someone to remain or to be added to the list. 

Bingo Our next evening of Bingo will take place on Thursday 20th February,  7.30pm for 8pm start in the Community Centre. Everyone is welcome.

Tea, Coffee and Cake We meet again on Sunday 1st March after the 9.30 & 11.30am Masses in the Community Centre. All proceeds to support the work of Calais Light.  All welcome.
Brentwood Cathedral “God who Speaks” Lenten lectures (4th, 11th 18th, and 25th March) 7.30pm. See poster or contact www.cathedral-brentwood.org
Lenten Reflection and Revision Retreat, Walsingham House at Abbotswick,In school year 11-13? Struggling to find a quiet space to study? The weekend retreat will include Mass, reflective prayer, generous time for personal study, and social time. 8pm Friday 27th – 3pm Sunday 29th. Meals included. Cost £35. 

Come Walk with us St Francis of Assisi Catholic Ramblers Club. See poster for details or visit www.stfrancisramblers.ukwalkers.com
St Mary’s Catholic Primary School Hornchurch requires a Head teacher. See poster for details

Sponsored Sleepout Friday 3rd – Saturday 4th April in the grounds of Walsingham House at Abbotswick. The Sleepout is a powerful way to understand what it’s  like to sleep outside, while raising money for the homeless. Visit www.bcys.net 
Faith in Politics Catholic Parliamentary & Public Affairs Internship. See poster for details – closing date 28th February.

The Campion School is looking to appoint casual Examinations’ Invigilators.  Please contact www.thecampionschool.org.uk
Adult Quiet Retreat. Enjoy the peace, prayer and stillness of Walsingham House at Abbotswick for a long weekend; Friday 7th August (5pm) to Monday 10th August (11am). Full details at www.bcys.net
Vocations Weekend for young women  28th Feb - 1 March 2020 in  Liverpool, organised by the sisters, Faithful Companions of Jesus (FCJ). For information contact Sr Lynne at lynnefcj@hotmail.com or visit website www.fcjsisters.org 

This Week in Church
Saturday 15th                6.30pm      James Holland RIP (Holland/Wiseman)      
Sunday 16th            
9.30am
Thomas Murnane RIP (O’Connor)         


11.30am   
The People of the Parish   

Monday 17th                 11.00am 
Funeral Mass – Eileen Terrell RIP       
Tuesday 18th    

Church is open for private prayer      

Wednesday 19th          12noon
  Rosaleen Brennan RIP (Kavanagh/Winnett)    
Thursday 20th    

Church is open for private prayer

Friday 21st                     12noon
Ints of Alfie Meader (Conti)               

Saturday 22nd               6.30pm      The People of the Parish   
Sunday 23rd             
9.30am
Anne McKeon RIP (Lynch)          

11.30am    Vincent Harrison RIP (Sherman)  
Morning Prayer of the Church is celebrated after the morning services.  

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is normally held on Saturday between 5.30pm. – 6.15pm 

or by appointment with Fr Tom.

What’s On?
Mon 17th     Half Term School Holiday 


Knit & Natter 
2.30pm-4.30pm
Community Centre
Tues 18th    
Hospital

London
Weds 19th   Golden Club 
1.00pm
Community Centre


FHC Meeting 
12.30
Priest’s House

Hospital – Eye Consultation
Thurs 20th 
Hospital – Tests


Bingo
7.30pm
Community Centre
Sun 23rd    
Legion of Mary
after 11.30am Mass Community Centre
  
Parish Stewardship: Offertory Collection Weekend 9th February    

Envelopes: £321.80      Cash: £306.21  Standing orders to 5th December £1,632.52
Lent The Year of the God who Speaks continues with a Lenten focus on the Gospel of John. On Saturday 29th February Fr Victor Darlington, professor at St John’s Seminary, will lead a study day on ‘John among the Gospels’ from 10.30 until 3 pm at Christ the High Priest Catholic Church, RM2 6DH. On the evenings of 11th, 18th and 25th March at 7 pm at the same venue Fr Adrian Graffy will speak about ‘The Great Johannine Gospels’. Please book your place for any of these events by email to GPstudydays@gmail.com or by phone to 01708 449914. For further information and video of past events go to www.whatgoodnews.org
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	Parish newsletter   ST. EDWARD THE CONFESSOR

CATHOLIC CHURCH

(St Edward is the Patron Saint of our Deanery)

   Parish Priest: Father Tom Jordan 
   Associate Priest: Father Dominic Howarth
  5 Park End Road, Romford, Essex RM1 4AT

  Telephone & Fax: 01708 740308

  e-mail: romford@dioceseofbrentwood.org

  Parish Website www.stedwards-romford.org.uk    

  Diocese of Brentwood Registered Charity No.234092

  Web Site: www.dioceseofbrentwood.net 
-------------------------------------------------------------------
   St. Peter’s Primary School         01708 745506

  Head Teacher:                              Mrs Jenny Waterfield 


Our Parish is part of the Brentwood Diocese and Alan Williams is our Bishop.
We are part of the Romford Parishes Partnership within the Havering Deanery, together with 
 Christ the Eternal High Priest, Corpus Christi, Most Holy Redeemer & St Dominic. 
We are twinned with the parish of Regina Pacis, Ladysmith, Diocese of Dundee, South Africa, 

and pray for their Bishop, Graham Rose.

The Sixth Sunday of the Year (A)
16th February 2020 
We continue reading from the first great speech of Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew, the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus teaches that the 'Law and the Prophets', by which he means the scriptural tradition of Jewish faith, are to be cherished. Nevertheless, these traditions are to be 'completed' or 'fulfilled'. The fulfilment brought by Jesus can be new and unexpected. Having challenged the inadequate 'virtue' or 'righteousness' of the scribes and Pharisees, Jesus presents a new way. He gives six examples of how his teaching deepens the traditional teaching of the Jews. These pieces of teaching are sometimes described as 'antitheses'. In them Jesus quotes the Jewish tradition and goes on to challenge it with the words 'But I say this to you!' The first challenge makes more radical the commandment 'You must not kill'. For those called by Christ there are deeper demands. To hurl anger and insults at another is not the behaviour of a Christian. In the following verses Jesus will offer radical new understandings of other tenets of the Law. To hate one's enemy may have been considered acceptable in the tradition, but Jesus says: 'But I say this to you: Love your enemies!' 
