
Please pray for our Dead whose Anniversaries occur about this time:

Laura Harvey, Teresa Robinson, Antonio Pascarella, William Dann, Patrick O’Sullivan,

 Elizabeth Fisher, Mary Ford, Alfred Milano, Thomas Pattrick, Elizabeth Foster, Shaun Smith,

 Lily Beaumont, Daniel Goggin, Marie Hamilton, Edmond Hartigan, Peter Joyce, Alfred Ellis, 

Rose Zumbuhl, Peter Gould, Faith Cardosi, James Meehan, Sophia Grindrod, Lesley Williamson, Mary Bentley, David Evans, Sister Teresa Withnall, Louis McCarthy, Patrick Lavin, 

Margaret Clarke, Patrick Scannell and Anthony Glynn.

Please pray for all who are sick in our hospital, our nursing homes and at home. For those who are anxious, bereaved or struggling in the Faith. May they experience the healing hands of Jesus through our prayerful actions and visitations. Especially we pray for:
John Abbott, Margaret Alake, Isla Caton, Bob Cole, Dyllis Dangerfield, Jose De Abreu,
 Fr John Duckett, Joanne Fitzsimmons, Veronica Flood, Marie Gahagan, Margaret Harvey, 
Eileen Heneghan, Ben Holmes, Evelyn Hughes, Fatima Hussein, Hannah Jermain, Benjamin Joseph, Paula Lam, Mrs D Langan, Patricia Medlin, Ann Montgomery, Teishan Mulholland, Fr Martin Nott,
 Brendan O’Connor, Chioma Onwumere, Bernadette O’Sullivan, Fr Eamonn Power,
 Anna Maria Sposito, Chris Surtees, Fr John Taylor, Andrew Todd, Danny Toye, Eileen Terrell, 

Betty Walsh, Trudy Wijeyeratnam and Nan Yan Wu.
RIP – We pray for all those who have died and entered into eternal life:

Teresa Noble aged 86 years of Cedar Road, Romford

Her body will be received into Corpus Christi, Collier Row 

on Thursday 17th January 2019 at 5pm and her

 Funeral Mass will take place on Friday 18th January at 11.30am 

and then to Romford Cemetery.

also pray for families and friends who have lost loved ones that they may

find strength in God to bear their loss.

Parish Finance
A summary of the Parish Accounts for the year end April 2018 is available on the parish website stewards-romford.org.uk and a copy is posted on the noticeboard in the church porch. If you have any queries or comments, please address them, in writing, to the Parish Finance Committee by 1st January via the parish office or by email to romford@dioceseofbrentwood.org   
Travelling Chalice
Please return the Chalice BEFORE   the next person is scheduled to collect it

                                      22nd /23rd Dec
   Raquel Asante              9.30am 


                                       29th /30th Dec              Anita Harris                   9.30am

                                                       5th /6th Jan                   Claire Hermon              6.30pm

Parish Stewardship: Offertory Collection Weekend 16th December

Envelopes: £345.30     Cash: £360.50     
 New Year’s Eve Midnight Mass For anyone who wishes to attend Midnight Mass on 31st December there is Mass at St Albans Elm Park RM12 5JX and English Martyrs Hornchurch RM12 6BJ.

A Special Thank You from the Golden Club to Mrs Waterfield and the staff and children of St Peter’s School for the warm welcome and wonderful Christmas dinner last Friday 14th. The Year 6 children gave us a selection of carols and songs in their Christmas jumpers.

Offertory Collectors Please collect your new rota from the church porch.

Women’s Refuge As in previous years, we will be collecting gifts around the parish Christmas tree for the Romford Women’s Refuge. Gifts can be for women or children, remembering that they have often left the family home with nothing. Please mark your gift for a woman or a child, (with approx age) and place underneath the tree on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. Thank you.

Building and Maintenance Fund Next weekend after all Masses we will have our monthly collection for the Parish Building & Maintenance fund. 

Parish Shop Could all Parish Shop volunteers please collect their rotas from the Church Porch, Thank you. 

Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society Crib Donations: The proceeds of the Crib Collection are donated each year to the Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society to support those children and families who need their help. We would like to ask you to take a moment to pray for those children and families for whom Christmas may be a difficult time. On behalf of the trustees, staff and the children and families who we are privileged to help, we thank you for your support and wish you a very Happy Christmas. 

Mary’s Meals  feeds children in school – helping them to thrive, learn and build a better future. All public donations made before 1st March 2019 will be doubled by the UK government up to £2million. Please see the poster at the back of the church or visit www.marysmeals.org.uk
Christmas Decorations If you have a garden with “silver plants” eg Sinechio, Blue fir, Petit Sporam, please can we have some for Christmas Eve? Please leave donations on the lawn in front of the church on 24th If you need help cutting the foliage or bringing it to church, PLEASE phone 01708 700585 or 01708 740999 and we will be happy to help you.  Thank you. 

Service of Nine Lessons and Carols will take place this Sunday 23rd December at 4pm in Brentwood Cathedral. The perfect way to reflect on the radiant meaning of Christmas.  
Brentwood Catholic Youth Service (BCYS) Events for 2019 – See notice board or visit www.bcys.net   or follow them on facebook, Twitter and Instagram @brentwoodcys

Brentwood News Last printed copy, freely available at the back of the church.

Diocesan Diary 2019 is available at the back of the church priced £2.75. 

Two Weeks in Church
Saturday 22nd            
6.30pm
Bernadette White RIP (Bacon)  

Sunday 23rd            
9.30am
The People of the Parish         


11.30am    
Boniface Ejiofor RIP (Nwanemuogh) 
The Solemnity of the Birth of Jesus Christ the Lord

Monday 24th        
6.30pm

Vigil Mass of Christmas




(For the Parish Family)




Midnight Mass at 10pm
Preceded with Christmas Carols and Readings from 9.30pm




  (For Peace in our World)

Tuesday 25th                 9.30am
    Christmas Morning Mass





(For those newly born)


11.30am
    Christmas Day Mass






(For those who we miss at this time)
Wednesday 26th    
12.15pm: 
 Dec’d members of Harding Family (Harding)

                                                             & Thanksgiving (O’Brien)     
Thursday 27th    
8.30am
 Service of the Word/Holy Communion
Friday 28th   
10.00am
 Service of the Word/Holy Communion
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
Saturday 29th               6.30pm     
 Ivy & Ernest Jonas RIP (Toye) 
Sunday 30th          
9.30am
 Ints of Lily Miscovitch (SVP) 

11.30am     The People of the Parish         
Monday 31st   
12noon: 
 William & Patrick Branney (Foundation)    

Tuesday 1st      

12noon: 
 Ints of Terry Raftery & Family (Heneghan) 
Wednesday 2nd     
12.15pm:   Anthony Glynn RIP (Glynn)  
Thursday 3rd    
8.30am: 
 Service of the Word/Holy Communion
Friday 4th    
10.00am:
 Mrs Clarke & Brett Clarke RIP (Pierre)   
The Epiphany of the Lord 

Saturday 5th                  6.30pm       The People of the Parish
Sunday 6th           
9.30am
 Ints of Maureen Walsh (Murnane)   

11.30am     Antonio Relleve RIP (Decaney)           
Morning Prayer of the Church is celebrated after the morning services. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament normally takes place on Saturday morning’s during the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation from 11am - 12noon. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is normally held on Saturday between

11am - 12.00 noon & 5.30pm. – 6.15pm.
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	Parish newsletter   ST. EDWARD THE CONFESSOR

CATHOLIC CHURCH

(St Edward is the Patron Saint of our Deanery)

   Parish Priest: Father Tom Jordan 

  5 Park End Road, Romford, Essex RM1 4AT

  Telephone & Fax: 01708 740308

  e-mail: romford@dioceseofbrentwood.org

  Parish Website www.stedwards-romford.org.uk    

  Diocese of Brentwood Registered Charity No.234092

  Web Site: www.dioceseofbrentwood.net 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
   St. Peter’s Primary School         01708 745506

  Head Teacher:                              Mrs Jenny Waterfield    


Our Parish is part of the Brentwood Diocese and Alan Williams is our Bishop 

and we belong to the Havering Deanery.

We are twinned with the parish of Regina Pacis, Ladysmith, Diocese of Dundee, South Africa, 

and pray for their Bishop, Graham Rose.

Fourth Sunday of Advent (C) 

23rd December 2018
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

30th December 2018
On the days before the feast of Christmas, and on this final Sunday, the gospel read is taken from the first chapter of Matthew's gospel or the first chapter of Luke's. These provide two accounts of the birth of Jesus, and in Luke's case the birth of John the Baptist too. Luke describes Mary as the 'kinswoman' of Elizabeth and stresses how deeply related the mission of John the Baptist is to the mission of Christ. Today's gospel passage is unique because it presents a meeting between the mothers of the two men, each carrying in their wombs the children soon to be born. The story, known as the 'Visitation', follows the account of the Annunciation to Mary of the coming birth of the Saviour, which ended with Mary's 'Yes' to God and her words, 'let what you have said be done to me'. The story also has a deeper significance, for it is the first meeting between the Messiah and the one who will prepare the way for him. The first words of Elizabeth to Mary are familiar as part of the 'Hail, Mary': 'Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb!' Luke tells us that the child in the womb of Elizabeth recognised the coming of the Lord, the Messiah. What John will do during his adult life, preparing the people for the coming of the Messiah, is anticipated here in the tender meeting of two pregnant mothers. 
