Do they call us to stand up and be counted, whatever others think? What does that sixth beatitude – of purity in heart – require – a searing honesty about our take on things or keeping our counsel? And what of the seventh one – Blessed are the peacemakers? Perhaps our first contribution as Christians really ought to be to shut up – not in a quietist, ‘keep-your-head-down-and-don’t-make-trouble’ sort of way but in prayer. Before we can help others we need to address our own jangling nerves, listen to our own hearts and hear therein a voice that speaks of peace. There is a profound prayer prayed by Dietrich Bonhoeffer during his imprisonment by the Nazis: ‘I do not understand your ways, but you know the way for me … Lord, whatever this day may bring, your name be praised’. [image: image2.jpg]


Then we can hope to be freed from the tyranny of our own emotions and political reflexes. Then we can begin to see that those who disagree also voted honestly and sought the good as they saw it.  In sorrow rather than anger, we can begin to recognise what has been badly argued and what should never have been said (by ourselves or by others). We can reach out to rebuild shattered trust, to imagine together a better future for our country and to resist all that is merely xenophobic, prejudicial, narrow-minded or founded in fear.

We tend to think of peace-making as something which needs to be done overseas – and surely there will be bridges to be rebuilt with our European neighbours, whatever the next few months may bring. Yet it seems that our calling may be nearer to home. As we head for March 29, 2019 (assuming anything will actually change on March 29!) our task becomes clearer – at least in the form of the questions we must ask: How can I personally reach out to people who think differently from me? How together can we rebuild community? How can we protect those left vulnerable or hurt? How can we rebuild our national conversation, our national politics and our national identity to create a space where all can thrive and fear is not the motor of debate or the deciding factor in policy decisions?

We need new peace-making skills right here at home. Fortunately, the Catholic Peace Movement, Pax Christi, has a long history of promoting conflict-resolution and sharing the Gospel of Peace. To find out more about their work, or to join, contact: Christian Peace Education Centre, St Joseph's, Watford Way, London NW4 4TY. http://paxchristi.org.uk/
 e-mail: info@paxchristi.org.uk
by Fr Rob Esdaile, Parish Priest of Our Lady of Lourdes, Thames Ditton, Surrey

The Diocesan second collection will be taken after all Masses this weekend. 

Please pray for our Dead whose Anniversaries occur about this time:

Alan Guy, Nora Wheeler, Margaret Hallinan, John Sapsford, Daisy Cook, Winifred Meads, 
Elizabeth Hunt, Michael O’Rourke, Bridget O’Brien, Edith Hazelwood, William McCarthy, 
Elizabeth Marrey, Jan Bulat, Stanley Reetz, Patrick Farrell, Bridget Ashcroft, 

Raymond Southwell and Theresa Regan.

Please pray for all who are sick in our hospital, our nursing homes and at home. For those who are anxious, bereaved or struggling in the Faith. May they experience the healing hands of Jesus through our prayerful actions and visitations. Especially we pray for:
John Abbott, Margaret Alake, Isla Caton, Maddison Clarke, Bob Cole, Dyllis Dangerfield,
 Jose De Abreu, Fr John Duckett, Joanne Fitzsimmons, Veronica Flood, Marie Gahagan, 
Margaret Harvey, Eileen Heneghan, Ben Holmes, Evelyn Hughes, Fatima Hussein, Hannah Jermain, Benjamin Joseph, Paula Lam, Mrs D Langan, Patricia Medlin, Ann Montgomery,
 Teishan Mulholland, Fr Martin Nott, Brendan O’Connor, Chioma Onwumere, 
Bernadette O’Sullivan, Fr Eamonn Power, Anna Maria Sposito, Chris Surtees,
 Fr John Taylor, Andrew Todd, Danny Toye, Eileen Terrell, 

Betty Walsh, Trudy Wijeyeratnam and Nan Yan Wu.
RIP – We pray for all those who have died and entered into eternal life:
Julia Wakefield, Anne Connolly, Ella Richardson and
Agnes Carey aged of 92years of South Street, Romford. 

Her body will be received into the church on Thursday 24th January at 5pm and her funeral Mass will take place on Friday 25th January at 12noon 

and then to Romford Cemetery.

also pray for families and friends who have lost loved ones that they may

find strength in God to bear their loss.

CD backing music at Mass

The parish has invested in a new portable sound system for the choir loft which will be used to support and enhance the singing and liturgical music at Mass and other such occasions. We are now looking for volunteers to go on a rota to operate the system at both the Saturday 6.30pm and Sunday 9.30am Masses. This will involve one person per Mass sitting in the choir loft and playing the CDs of hymns which will have been chosen in advance by the priest. It is quite a straightforward task which will be demonstrated to volunteers. The more people who come forward to help the less often volunteers will be called upon. Should you be interested in helping out in this way, please phone, text or WhatsApp James Johnson on 07762-023100. 

Our Confirmation Programme begins next Sunday at the 11.30am Mass when we enrol 24 of our young people onto this year’s course.

Lourdes 2019 The Brentwood Lourdes pilgrimage under the leadership of Bishop Alan Williams takes place from 21st – 26th July 2019. Please see poster for information or visit www.tangney-tours.com/brentwood
Brentwood Catholic Youth Service (BCYS) Events for 2019 – See notice board or visit www.bcys.net   or follow them on facebook, Twitter and Instagram @brentwoodcys
This Week’s Mass Intentions
Saturday 12th              
6.30pm   
Margaret Austin & Mary Healy (Foundation) 

Sunday 13th           
9.30am
The People of the Parish   

11.30am   
Ints of Pamela Hockley (Murnane)            
Monday 14th    
12noon
Private Intention      

Tuesday 15th      

12noon
Special Intention (Fr Tom)  
Wednesday 16th      
12.15pm
Mary McCarthy RIP (Golden Club)  

Thursday 17th    
8.30am 
Service of the Word/Holy Communion

Friday 18th     
12noon
Holy Souls (Holy Souls Box)   

Saturday 19th              
6.30pm   
Margaret Austin & Mary Healy (Foundation) 
Sunday 20th            
9.30am
The People of the Parish   

11.30am   
Ints of Pamela Hockley (Murnane)            
Morning Prayer of the Church is celebrated after the morning services. 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament normally takes place on Saturday morning’s during the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation which is normally held on Saturday between

11am - 12.00 noon & 5.30pm. – 6.15pm.

What’s On?
Mon 14th     
Knit & Natter 
2.30pm-4.30pm
Community Centre
Tues 15th     
Security System Service
1.00pm
Priest’s House

Parent & Toddler Group 
9.45am-11.45am
Parish Hall 

Beavers/Cubs/Scouts
5.00pm-9.30pm
Parish Hall

St Vincent de Paul
7.00pm
Community Centre

Weds 16th    St Edwards Preschool
9.00am-3.00pm
Parish Hall

Premises Committee
9.30am
Priest’s House


Golden Club 
1.00pm
Community Centre

Guides
7pm-8.30pm
Parish Hall 

Adult Confirmation Meeting
7.00pm
Priest’s House
Thurs 17th   
St Edwards Preschool
9.00am – 12nooon
Parish Hall 

Priests/Stewards of the Gospel Meeting 12.30pm
Gidea Park
Fri 18th         
St Edwards Preschool
9.00am-3.00pm
Parish Hall

Funeral 
1.00m
South Essex Crem
Sun 20th      
Mass of Enrolment (Confirmation) 
11.30am
Church

 
Legion of Mary 
after 11.30am Mass
Community Centre


Rainbows/Brownies
2pm- 5pm
Parish Hall

Parish Stewardship: Offertory Collection Weekends 23rd and 30th Dec and 6th Jan 

Envelopes: £925.30, £283.60, £ 438.45      Cash: £438.82, £441.19, £479.41     
Travelling Chalice
Please return the Chalice BEFORE   the next person is scheduled to collect it

                                      12th /13th Jan               Claire Clist                     9.30am

                                                       19th /20th Jan               Josephine  Joseph       9.30am 

                                                      26th /27th Jan                Sally Barlow                  6.30pm
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	Parish newsletter   ST. EDWARD THE CONFESSOR

CATHOLIC CHURCH

(St Edward is the Patron Saint of our Deanery)

   Parish Priest: Father Tom Jordan 

  5 Park End Road, Romford, Essex RM1 4AT

  Telephone & Fax: 01708 740308

  e-mail: romford@dioceseofbrentwood.org

  Parish Website www.stedwards-romford.org.uk    

  Diocese of Brentwood Registered Charity No.234092

  Web Site: www.dioceseofbrentwood.net 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
   St. Peter’s Primary School         01708 745506

  Head Teacher:                              Mrs Jenny Waterfield    


Our Parish is part of the Brentwood Diocese and Alan Williams is our Bishop 

and we belong to the Havering Deanery.

We are twinned with the parish of Regina Pacis, Ladysmith, Diocese of Dundee, South Africa, 

and pray for their Bishop, Graham Rose.

The Baptism of the Lord (C)

 13th January 2019
The theme chosen by Pope Francis for this year’s Peace Sunday (20 January 2019) seems amazingly appropriate to the situation in England and Wales as we approach Brexit’s March 29 deadline: ‘Good politics serves peace’ – and, whatever your view of the 2016 referendum, the last two years of negotiation or the current state of play, it is obvious that we need such ‘Good Politics’ right now. People are hurting. The UK is divided. Our national conversation has broken down. Whether you’re one of the 52% or the 48%, or someone who wishes you’d voted the other way, or someone who simply wishes you’d voted; whether you’re a younger voter who blames the old or an older voter who feels misunderstood by the young, I can’t remember a time when we have felt so at odds with each other, so angry with each other. It isn’t simply that there are ‘Brexit’ and ‘Remain’ parts of the country. It is families and friendship groups which are divided. What is the Christian response? Many believers have a strong conflict-avoiding reflex. We shrink from the ding-dong of party-politics. We seek the middle-of-the-road, remembering the beatitudes of meekness and mercy. But some of the other beatitudes are less tractable: hunger and thirst for justice, persecution in the cause of right, even the mourning for something lost which touches many at the moment. What do these ask of us in the midst of our current national disunity?                                                                    Continued overleaf
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